
Informa(on	for	Parents/Carers	
		

What	is	Phonics?	
		

Phonics	is	a	way	of	teaching	children	to	read	quickly	and	skillfully.	

They	are	taught	how	to:	

²  Recognise	the	sounds	that	each	individual	le@er	makes	

²  Iden(fy	the	sounds	that	different	combina(ons	of	le@ers	make	(e.g.	/sh/)	

²  Blend	these	sounds	together	from	leF	to	(ght	to	make	a	word	
		

Why	Phonics?	
		

Research	shows	that	when	phonics	is	taught	in	a	structured	way	–	star(ng	

with	the	easiest	sounds	and	progressing	through	to	the	most	complex	–	it	is	

the	most	effec(ve	way	of	teaching	young	children	to	read.	It	is	par(cularly	

helpful	for	children	aged	5	to	7.	

Almost	all	children	who	receive	good	teaching	of	phonics	will	learn	the	skills	

they	need	to	tackle	new	words.	They	can	then	go	on	to	read	any	kind	of	text	

fluently	and	confidently,	and	to	read	with	enjoyment.		

	
(The	informa(on	above	is	from	the	Department	of	Educa(on’s	‘Learning	to	read	through	phonics’.)	

		



Phonics	at	Chesterfield	School	
		

At	Chesterfield	school	we	use	the	Read	Write	Inc.	It	is	a	widely	used	and	

highly	successful	phonics	programme.	It	provides	a	lively	and	systema(c	

approach	to	teaching	synthe(c	phonics.	Children	learn	the	44	common	

sounds	in	the	English	language	and	how	to	sound-blend	words	for	reading	

(decoding).	

		

When	children	enter	Recep(on	class	they	take	part	in	high-quality	phonics	

sessions	every	day.	These	are	fun	sessions	involving	speaking,	listening	and	

reading,	where	the	emphasis	is	on	children’s	ac(ve	par(cipa(on.	They	learn	

to	use	their	phonic	knowledge	for	reading	and	wri(ng	in	their	independent	

play.		

		

As	children	enter	Key	Stage	1	(Year	1)	they	con(nue	to	take	part	in	daily	

sessions	on	phonics.		They	con(nue	learning	new	sounds		(Set	2	and	Set	3).	

They	also	learn	that	most	sounds	can	be	spelled	in	more	that	one	way.	For	

example,	the	f	sound	can	be	wri@en	as	f	or	ff	or	ph.	

		

This	develops	their	knowledge	of	spelling	choices.	They	will	con(nue	with	

this	phonics	and	spelling	work	into	Year	2	and	beyond.		



Set	1	sounds	

These	sounds	are	introduced	in	Nursery	and	

taught	daily	in	Recep(on.	The	children	will	

begin	to	learn	to	blend	and	segment	to	help	

them	with	reading	and	spelling.	This	will	begin	

with	simple	words	e.g.	at,	on,	am,	mat,	sit,	pot	

(Word	Time	lessons).	

Structure	of	phonics	teaching	at	Chesterfield	

Children	learn	the	44	common	sounds	in	the	English	language	and	how	to	sound-blend	

words	for	reading	(decoding).	

Blending:	Children	are	taught	to	be	
able	to	blend.	This	is	when	children	
say	the	sounds	that	make	up	a	word	
and	are	able	to	merge	the	sounds	
together	un(l	they	can	hear	what	
the	word	is.	This	skill	is	vital	in	
learning	to	read.	
	
Segmen(ng:	Children	are	also	
taught	to	segment.	This	is	the	
opposite	of	blending.	Children	are	
able	to	say	a	word	and	then	break	it	
up	into	the	phonemes	that	make	it	
up.	This	skill	is	vital	in	being	able	to	
spell	words.		



Structure	of	phonics	teaching	at	Chesterfield	

Set	2	sounds	

These	sounds	are	introduced	at	the	end	of	

Recep(on	and	taught	daily	in	Year	1.	The	

children	will	begin	to	blend	and	segment	

words	with	set	2	sounds.	Reading	teachers	will	

introduce	green	words	with	each	set	2	sound	

in	class	and	send	them	home	for	children	to	

con(nue	prac(sing.		



Structure	of	phonics	teaching	at	Chesterfield	

Set	3	sounds	

These	sounds	are	taught	in	Year	1	and	Year	2.	

The	children	will	blend	and	segment	words	

with	set	3	sounds.	Reading	teachers	will	

introduce	green	words	with	each	set	3	sound	

in	class	and	send	them	home	for	children	to	

con(nue	prac(sing.	



Reading	–	Story	Books	(RWI)	

In	addi(on	to	phonics	work,	children	at	Chesterfield	School	read	phonics	books	in	

class	every	day.	Once	a	story	book	is	introduced,	each	child	takes	a	copy	of	the	book	

home	for	further	prac(ce.	Children	will	move	through	the	phonics	reading	levels	from	

Recep(on	up	to	Year	2.		

Each	story	book	contains	Speed	Sounds	chart	and	Green	Words	linked	to	the	

story.	It	is	important	to	revise	these	sounds	and	words	before	reading	the	

story.	



Nonsense	words	(Alien	words)	

Each	child	in	Year	1	is	required	to	complete	a	Phonics	Screening	Check	in	June.	It	has	

been	designed	to	ensure	that	children	are	making	sufficient	progress	with	their	

phonics	skills	to	read	words	and	that	they	are	on	track	to	become	fluent	readers.	

	

The	test	consists	of	words	containing	Set	1,	Set	2	and	Set	3	sounds.	Children	will	be	

asked	to	read	a	selec(on	of	real	words	and	‘alien’	(‘nonsense)	words.	

This	is	an	example:	



How	can	I	help	my	child	at	home?	

Read	phonics	books	with	your	child	at	home	every	day.	Encourage	them	

to	use	their	sounds	(Fred	Talk)	to	read	unfamiliar	words.			

Revise	the	sounds	taught	at	school.	You	can	find	copies	of	sound	mats	

on	our	school	website.		

Ensure	that	you	pronounce	‘pure’	sounds	when	you	prac(ce	the	sounds	

with	your	child	at	home.	We	have	videos	and	links	on	our	school	website.	

Useful	websites:	

hIps://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading-owl/find-a-book/read-

write-inc-phonics--1/phonics-pure-sounds-video	

	

h@ps://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources	

h@p://www.le@ers-and-sounds.com/	

h@ps://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/literacy.html	

h@p://www.bigbrownbear.co.uk/le@ers/	

Revise	green	words	with	the	focus	sound.	The	reading	teacher	will	send	

copies	of	green	words	home.		


